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February Is
American 

Heart Month 
and Black 

History Month

ÁOne (American Heart Month) provides an important 

opportunity to focus on the burden of cardiovascular 

disease on our global society

ÁThe other (Black History Month) celebrates the 

contributions of African Americans over the course of 

history

ÁIn our case, we celebrate African American contributions 

to cardiac surgery and cardiovascular perfusion

ÁWe are very grateful for these men and women who 

overcame and confronted barriers unimaginable!



The
American 

Academy of 
Cardiovascular 

Perfusion

ÁWe Proudly Welcome ALL People from Diverse 

Cultural Backgrounds

WELCOMING:                    

ñIT MAKES OUR               

MISSION COMPLETEò 

ÁWe Deplore RACISM ïDISCRIMINATION ï

BIAS Across All Sectors In Society Including 

GENDER BIAS



About The 
Companion 
To Videos

ÁIntended to highlight the accomplishments of these great 

African American Men and Women and what they 

accomplished all the while confronting Racism ï

Segregation ïPrejudice ïBias ïViolence ïExclusion of 

their medical contributions

ÁThe videos tell the life stories ïthe Companion clarifies 

any academic controversy

ÁThank God for gifting these people to us! 

ÁMay We All Unite to End the toxic and senseless spirit of 

racism-bigotry-prejudice and embrace each other with the 

openness of heart and mind necessary to accomplish this 

aim 



I, too, sing America.

I am the darker brother.

They send me to eat in the kitchen

When company comes,

But I laugh,

And eat well,

And grow strong.

Tomorrow,

Iõll be at the table

When company comes.

Nobodyõll dare

Say to me,

òEat in the kitchen,ó

Then.

Besides,

Theyõll see how beautiful I am

And be ashamedð

òI, too, am America.ó

I, Too 

By: Langston Hughes invokes the 

inevitability of a better tomorrow. 

Published in 1945, around ten years before the start 

of the American Civil Rights Movement, 

Hughesõ poem inspired a generation 

that changed the world.



Does the 
language YOU 
speak influence 

the way YOU 
think?

What counts as a word: 

ÁIn English, we combine words to get compound forms 

like snowball and snowflake, and we can add what are 

called ñinflectionalò endings to get snowed and 

snowing. 

ÁEnglish has lots of words for snow; we have snow, 

sleet, slush, frost, blizzard, avalanche, drift, powder, 

and flurry.

ÁSo our language doesn't force us to see only what it 

gives us in words, but it can affect how we put things 

into groups.

ÁContemplate this in our diverse world of people before 

lumping some of them into categories that should not 

exist. 



How We Use 
Words and 

Phrases

ÁTime is described as money (ñspending timeò)

ÁArguments and war (ñyou attack my argument,ò      

ñI defend my argumentò)

ÁLove is a journey (ñthe relationship hit a dead endò)

ÁEmotional states in terms of directions                 

(ñhe was feeling downò or ñcheer upò)



Relationship 
Between 

Language and 
People

4 Distinct Possibilities:

ÁLanguage influences society and people

ÁPeople and society influence language

ÁThere is interaction as language influences people 

and society and people and society influence 

language

ÁThere is no influence of either, so language is just a 

tool used by people and there is no social effect



We òMustó Think Before 

We Speak 

and 

òChooseó Our Words 

Carefully



She recited her poem òOn the Pulse of Morningó

At President Bill Clintonõs Inauguration



Influence and 
Change

Intertwined

In all the history of the world, billions of people have lived and 

died, most have not made an appreciable impact. Each 

generation supplies a handful of people who do make impact 

earning a place in history books. Some of these are:

ÁAlexander the Great

ÁNapoleon

ÁEleanor of Aquitaine

ÁAbraham Lincoln

ÁAmelia Earhart

ÁAlbert Einstein

ÁMartin Luther King

ÁFlorence Nightingale

ÁRosa Parks

Their influence is far reaching and profound in our society. 



What Is Open 
Heart Surgery?

ÁMost people consider any surgery on the heart where the 

chest, either the sternum or rib cage is opened ïopen 

heart surgery.

ÁOpen refers to the chest, not the heart!

ÁWhen the chest wall is surgically opened and the heart is 

exposed and surgery performed on the heart or it's 

arteries, we refer to this as "open heart surgery.ñ

ÁControversy: Mockery was made of Daniel Hale 

Williams and his monumental procedure declaring it 

was ñNOTò open heart surgery in published medical 

literature; some chose to exclude or deny the above 

definitions.



Debate over 
who was the 

first heart 
surgeon

ÁDebate occurred regarding this query in the 19thand 20th

centuries to the inclusion or exclusion of some based on 

race or shear academic or personal bias 

ÁIt is critical to remember academic medical journals were 

not widely distributed as we experience today,         

ñNews Travelled Slowlyò

ÁThe National Library of Medicine was established humbly 

in 1836 as a small collection of  a few medical books and 

journals in the office of the United States Army Surgeon 

General 

ÁThe first request for funds for the libraryð$150 for 

medical booksðappeared in the 1836 estimate of 

expenses for the Surgeon General's Office

Á1840 the office issued its first "catalogue of books in the 

library." 

See The NIH National Library of Medicine Website

https://www.nlm.nih.gov/about/briefhistory.html



Á "The entire collection [as listed in the 1840 catalog] could 

have been held by a four-shelf bookcase, shoulder high 

and 7 or 8 feet wide." 

ÁFrom 1862 to 1864: At the time the late Civil War broke 

out nothing deserving the name of a medical library 

existed in Washington

ÁThe library issued its first printed catalogue in 1864, listing 

approximately 2,100 volumes

15th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC Washington, DC



ÁIn January 1865, the Army summoned 27-year-old 

surgeonðand book loverðLieutenant John Shaw Billings 

to take charge of the burgeoning collection. 

ÁHis appointment marked a turning point in the 

development of the library. 

ÁWithin six years, the library had 13,000 volumes and by 

1873 the collection included 25,000 books and 15,000 

pamphlets. 

ÁBy 1880, the number of books had doubled to 50,000 and 

the number of pamphlets had quadrupled to 60,000. Lt. John Shaw Billings



ÁAn enthusiastic book collector, Billings wrote physicians, 

librarians and editors to request donations of books, and 

even accosted State Department officials, asking them to 

bring back foreign medical works from their trips abroad. 

ÁBefore resigning from the Army in 1895, Billings had 

transformed the collection into the world's greatest 

medical library, covering the medical literature of virtually 

all eras and nations. Its holdings in 1895 included 116,847 

books and 191,598 pamphlets.



ÁApril 14, 1865, U.S. President Abraham Lincoln was 

assassinated while attending a performance of "Our 

American Cousin" at Ford's Theater. 

ÁCitizens protested so violently against further productions 

that the government took over the theater and purchased it 

the following year to house the Army's medical records, 

museum and library. 

ÁWilliam Welch (1850-1934), the celebrated professor of 

pathology and the first dean of the Johns Hopkins Medical 

School, pronounced the Index-Catalogue America's greatest 

contribution to 19th century medicine.

ÁThe Ford's Theater era was a time of dramatic growth and 

change for the Surgeon General's library. A spirit of ambition 

took hold and, as early as 1871, Surgeon General Joseph K. 

Barnes and Billings started laying plans to develop the 

collection into the "National Medical Library." 

Ford's Theater

513 10th Street, NW

Washington, DC



ÁTo Barnes, this meant that the library would contain 

"every medical book published in this country and every 

work relating to public health and state medicine," that 

would be, in Billings' words, "as complete as possible in 

all publications relating to military organization, medicine, 

and the allied sciences," and would be "an universal 

library of references." 

ÁUp to this time, the library was known to Army 

physicians and visitors who passed by as they walked 

up to the third floor of Fordôs Theater and to those who 

heard of it by word-of-mouth. 

ÁBillings set out to inform the American medical profession 

that the library existed and would be developed for use by 

all physicians.

Surgeon General

Joseph K. Barnes



ÁFrom 1887 to 1962, the Library of the Surgeon General's 

Office, officially renamed the Army Medical Library in 

1922, was located with its sister agency, the Army 

Medical Museum, in a three-story, red brick building that 

Billings had designed. (The Hirshhorn Museum now 

stands on the site, on the Mall in Washington.)

ÁInspired by Billings' vision of a great national institution, 

the library began offering expanded services to meet the 

information needs of health professionals.

ÁThe historical collection grew significantly during this 

period and was shipped to Cleveland, Ohio for 

safekeeping during World War II. Army Medical Museum and Library Building

7th Street and Independence Avenue, SW

Washington, DC



ÁA 1956 act of Congress transferred the library to the 

Public Health Service and named it the National Library of 

Medicine. 

ÁSenators Lister Hill and John F. Kennedy were the 

driving force behind the bill. 

ÁKennedy would see his vision realized in 1962 when, 

during his presidency, NLM opened its doors on the 

campus of the National Institutes of Health in Bethesda, 

Maryland.

President John F. Kennedy

Right: National Library of 

Medicine & National Institute 

of Health

Bethesda, Maryland



Footnote to 
Senator 

Lister Hill

ÁLister Hill (named for Joseph Lister) was born in 

Montgomery, Alabama on December 27, 1894, his father 

Luther Leonidas Hill Jr., was a prominent and widely 

known physician-surgeon in the area who performed one 

of the first stab wound repairs to the heart in 1902 in a run 

down shack on a kitchen table ïlighting supplied by 

borrowed lanterns

ÁLister Hill (1894-1984) was Alabama's premier lawmaker 

of the twentieth century. 

ÁHe served in the U.S. Congress for more than 45 years 

and sponsored 80 pieces of major legislation. 



Daniel Hale 

Williams



ÁDaniel Hale Williams was the most prominent African-

American physician and surgeon in the late 19th and early 

20th century, perhaps in history

ÁWilliams in the conduct of his seminal 1893 procedure 

believed he had done something unprecedented

ÁHe explored a cardiac stab wound to the right ventricle which 

he determined was non-penetrating (no need for repair) and 

sutured a pericardial laceration 

ÁBeing an ardent scientific and medical researcher, he 

conducted an intense search of available medical 

literature and found no publications 

ÁHe reported his success in the Medical Record in 1897 

ÁHe missed an 1895 paper reporting repair of the 

pericardium in 1891 by Henry Dalton of St. Louis in the 

Annals of Surgery
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By: Albert F. Olivier, M.D.
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Mesa, AZ 85202


